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SUBJECT: AZIZ AHMED'S CALL ON ACTING SECRETARY 
S/S FOR SECRETARY 

1. PAKISTAN MINISTER OF STATE FOR DEFENSE AND FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AZIZ AHMED, ACCOMPANIED BY AMBASSADOR YAQUB, HELD 
40 MINUTE DISCUSSION WITH ACTING SECRETARY MAY 23. ENTIRE 
CONVERSATION RELATED TO PAK SECURITY CONCERNS. 

2. AZIZ AHMED MADE GOP CASE FOR AMERICAN ARMS ASSISTANCE 
IN FAMILIAR TERMS OF COMBINED INDO/AFGHAN/SOVIET THREAT TO 
PAKISTAN AS INTENSIFIED BY EXPLOSION INDIAN NUCLEAR DEVICE. 
HE SAID PAKISTAN HAS BEEN CUT OFF FROM US, ITS"ONLY SUP- 
PLIER OF SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS" FOR NINE YEARS. IN SPITE 

OF BILATERAL AGREEMENT UNDER WHICH U.S. ACCEPTED "OBLIGA- 
TION TO ARM PAKISTAN". HE SAID THAT PAKISTAN HAD SIGNED 
CONTRACT WITH FRENCH FOR THREE BREGUET PATROL CRAFT, 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 110114 

FIVE CROATALE MISSILE BATTERIES AND TEN MIRAGES, BUT THAT 
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FRENCH HAD "NOT ONLY FLEECED US BUT SKINNED US". HE SAID 
PRICES HAD BEEN RAISED 100 PERCENT BY THE TIME THEY CAME 
TO SIGN; FRENCH KNOW PARS HAD NO ALTERNATIVE SOURCES AND 
WERE UNMOVED BY PAK ASSERTION THAT THEY ACTED AS "BROKERS" 
FOR FRENCH SALES IN ARAB WORLD. MINISTER ALSO SAID 
PAKISTAN HAD BEEN SEEKING ARAB FINANCIAL ASSURANCES FOR 
ARMS; THEY HAD BEEN SYMPATHETIC BUT THERE WAS NOTHING YET 

SPECIFIC. AZIZ AHMED ASSERTED THAT WITH INCREASED FUEL 
AND FERTILIZER COSTS, FOREIGN EXCHANGE EARNINGS AVAILABLE 
FOR IMPORTS HAVE IN EFFECT BEEN CUT IN HALF. HE SAID GOP 
IS CONCERNED OVER MILITARY MORALE BECAUSE OF POOR STATE 
OF EQUIPMENT. HE CONCLUDED APPEAL BY SAYING BHUTTO HAD 
ASKED HIM TO RAISE SUBJECT, AND TO POINT OUT THAT 
WHILE PAKISTAN UNDERSTOOD U.S. PROBLEMS AND DID NOT WANT 
TO CREATE DIFFICULTIES. ITS NEED WAS NOW DESPERATE. 

3. ON INDIAN NUCLEAR EXPLOSION, AZIZ AHMED LINKED TIMING 
TO CHINESE INDICATIONS GIVEN DURING RECENT BHUTTO VISIT TO 
PEKING THAT THEY WERE NOW READY TO IMPROVE THEIR RELATIONS 
WITH INDIA. AZIZ AHMED ASSERTED THAT SOVIETS CONCERNED 
OVER PROSPECT OF SUCH IMPROVEMENT AND HAD ENCOURAGED IN- 
DIAN TEST. HE SAID INDIANS WOULD NOT HAVE DONE IT WITH 

OUT SOVIET ENCOURAGEMENT. 

4. IN RESPONSE ACTING SECRETARY SAID HE APPRECIATED 
PAKISTAN’S CONCERNS AND VIEWPOINT. HE SAID WE ARE ASSESS- 
ING THIS NEW FACTOR AND ITS IMPLICATIONS. HE NOTED THAT 

IF IT CALLS FOR A CHANGE, THERE MAY BE TROUBLE IN CONGRESS, 
BUT WENT ON TO SAY PAKISTAN IS NOT WITHOUT ITS FRIENDS 
ON THE HILL. ACTING SECRETARY SAID THAT SOVIETS UNDER- 
STAND THAT DETENTE MUST BE VIEWED AS A WHOLE AND WE BE- 
LIEVE THEIR CONDUCT REFLECTS THIS UNDERSTANDING. THEY 
KNOW THAT THEIR BEHAVIOR IN SOUTH ASIA IS IMPORTANT TO US 
AND AFFECTS OTHER ASPECTS OF DETENTE SUCH AS TRADE RE- 
LATIONS. HE SAID WE ARE AWARE OF THE DANGERS THAT 
MINISTER HAD OUTLINED AND WE WILL HAVE THEM IN MIND. 

5. AZIZ AHMED SAID HE WOULD BE HAPPY IF PAKISTAN'S AS- 
SESSMENT WERE WRONG AND IF THEY COULD FEEL SECURE THAT 
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U. S. COULD IMPOSE RESTRAINTS ON SOVIETS AND INDIANS. 

HOWEVER, HE ASSERTED THAT IF SOVIETS’ INTEREST LIES IN 
BREAKING UP PAKISTAN,THEY WILL DO IT THROUGH THEIR PROXIES 
IN INDIA AND AFGHANISTAN AND U.S. WOULD NOT RISK A 
NUCLEAR WAR TO SAVE PAKISTAN. GOP FACES PROBLEM OF HOW 
TO REASSURE ITS PEOPLE AT A TIME WHEN INDIANS AND AFGHANS 
ARE RECEIVING NEW SOVIET ARMS. 
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6. PRIOR TO MEETING, AZIZ AHMED INFORMED ACTING DEPUTY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY LAINGEN THAT BHUTTO'S TRIP TO MOSCOW, 

ORIGINALLY SCHEDULED FOR EARLY JUNE, HAD BEEN POSTPONED 
TO EARLY JULY BECAUSE OF SOVIET DISPLEASURE OVER PEKING 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT CONCLUSION OF BHUTTO VISIT. IN RE- 
SPONSE QUERY, AHMED SAID BHUTTO VISIT TO DACCA WOULD TAKE 
PLACE LATE JUNE. RUSH 
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